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Oh Gad!  FOAPL Launches Hillhouse’s 3rd Novel 

By Rory Butler,  

Antigua Daily Observer 

 

T 
he discovery that a Bren 

Gun Carrier of historical 

value to the island has 

been sold to a scrap 

metal yard on Airport Road is a 

source of displeasure for curator 

and archaeologist Dr Reginald 

Murphy. 

“The situation is totally out of 

control and it’s been so for a long 

time now. We are losing far too 

much of our history. We have a 

locomotive here and we have to hide 

it from the (scrap metal) dealers,” 

Murphy said. 

“Put the Bren Gun Carrier in a 

museum and somebody will pay 

every day to see it, but you sell it 

once and that money is gone.” 

“Heritage items have serious 

economic value and, if managed 

properly, restored properly and put 

in the right place they become an 

attraction for the country,” the 

curator added. 

(Continued on page 7) 

O 
n June 23, 2012, 

Friends of the 

Antigua Public 

Library—New 

York hosted Joanne 

Hillhouse for the New York 

launch of her novel, Oh 

Gad!  

The event took place at 

the Antigua & Barbuda 

House in Harlem, which was 

an appropriate location, as 

Harlem is the New York 

home of the book’s 

protagonist, Nikki Baltimore.   

The book is described by 

its publisher a “stirring novel 

about a woman facing cross-

cultural odds and redefining 

everything she understands about her 

family, herself and the country she’s 

never really been able to call home.” 

     Ms. Hillhouse performed select 

readings from several passages.  

After a brief interview, the program 

was turned over to the audience for a 

lively question and answer session. 

    Oh Gad!, Ms. Hillhouse’s third 

novel, was published by Simon & 

Schuster on Zane’s Strebor imprint, 

and is available through 

Amazon.com. (Visit our website at 

foapl.org, and click on the Amazon 

icon).   

  Ms. Hillhouse’s earlier 

(Continued on page 8) 
Joanne Hillhouse being interviewed by Beverly George at 

the New York launch of Oh Gad! 

Regulate scrap metal yards or lose heritage – warns local historian 

Bren Gun Carrier from WWII found in scrap metal shop 

http://www.antiguaobserver.com/?p=79887
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F 
all is in 

the air! 

As the 

weather 

cools down, our 

activities sizzle.  

This year is no 

exception.  For us at 

FOAPL-NY,  it is 

the start of our programming year, and we 

look forward to it with great anticipation.   

Before we move on to upcoming 

events and activities, we must acknowledge 

a few victories.  First, we extend hearty 

congratulations, first, to the winners of this 

year’s summer reading program that was 

hosted in Codrington, Barbuda.  We wish 

these students  success for the upcoming 

academic year, and thank Ms. Renee 

DeSuza for taking the reigns, and making 

the program a success.  Next, we send a big 

“shout-out” to our friend  – Ms. Terrikia 

Benjamin, who was recently announced as 

the 2012 winner of the Florida-Caribbean 

Essay Contest.  Read more about 

Terruikia’s accomplishments on page 3. 

Now on to pending matters.  On page 

one, we shine a light on an alarming issue 

that has been going on in Antigua, almost 

unabated – national treasurers and artifacts 

are being stolen and sold off 

under our noses.  One such act 

was discovered recently and 

reported in the Daily Observer, 

about a World War II artifacts 

found in a scrap metal yard.  We 

would love to hear your 

thoughts on this. 

Did you hear?  The Skin is 

coming to New York!  HAMA 

Films will be launching their 

latest movie “The Skin” on 

October 4, 2012 at the Maysles 

Cinema, 343 Lenox Avenue 

(between 127 & 128th Streets) 

in Harlem, New York.  Tickets 

are $20.00, and there will be a 

discussion following the 

showing.  Come out and meet 

the film’s producer and director 

Howard & Mitzi Allen, the 

dynamo behind HAMA Films.   

As a reminder to our 

members, our book club season 

starts on Friday, October 26.  We will be 

discussing Joanne Hillhouse’s book Oh 

Gad!  We are proud that Ms. Hillhouse 

selected us to assist her with the successful 

launch of this incredible novel in New 

York.  FOAPL elections will also be held at 

that time, so if you’re interested in serving 

as an officer or director, please drop a note 

to info@foapl.org.  We need everyone to 

get involved. 

Antiguans and Barbudans around the 

world have been working to help give back 

to their respective community.  Swetes 

Reunion Committee in New York certainly 

set a high bar, now we hear from the Villa 

and Point community.  Their reunion is set 

for August 2013 – Ah high time! 

The spirit of Sankofa reminds us that 

the way forward is back through.  It is with 

this spirit that we revisit the St. John’s  

Public Market. This institution has existed 

since slavery, and on page 5, we see a 

photo montage of 200 hundred years of our 

public market, which was, and still is a 

center of our community. 

As we always state, your collective 

voices empower us, so we welcome you, 

and urge you to join us as we embark on a 

new year.   Let’s go! 

From The President’s Desk 

By Beverly Benjamin-George 

Winners of this year’s summer reading program in Barbuda showing 
off their prizes.  The theme was “Dream Big!”  Kiano Williams, 

Shealeen Punter, Oliejah Benjamin, Aleyah John, Kenya Alexander 
and D'Jamel Charles with Rene DeSuza, program director 
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AGHS Student Wins 2012  

Florida-Caribbean Essay Contest 

T 
errikia Benjamin, a student at the Antigua 

Girls’ High School is the winner of the 2012 

Florida-Caribbean Cruise Association (FCCA) 

Foundation Children’s Essay Contest.  This 

year’s topic was “What are the memories you would like 

a cruise passenger to walk away with after visiting your 

destination?” 

 This year’s essay contest attracted entries from 19 

countries. According to the FCCA guidelines, the aim of 

the contest is to assist students in furthering their educa-

tion while letting them think about their own country and 

its involvement in the tourism industry.   

As the winner, Terrikia will receive an academic 

scholarships of US$3,000 in addition to a separate mone-

tary award given to her school.  She will also travel to the 

FCCA Cruise Conference & Trade Show in Curacao on 

Tuesday, October 2, 2012 to read her essay and to for-

mally accept her prize.  A monetary award of $200 was 

awarded to all other finalists for their exceptional efforts.  

If Terrikia’s name sounds familiar, it should.  In 

2010, she won both the FOAPL-NY Short Story Compe-

tition and Visual Arts Competition.  Terrikia's submission 

was a story entitled Darla & The Jack-O-Lantern, which 

focused on Antigua and Barbuda's long history of folk-

lore and tales.  In addition to her incredible tale, she en-

tered the Visual Arts Competition with an drawing to 

illustrate the essence of her story.  Tarrikia walked away 

from both competitions with two laptop computers!  To 

read her winning 2010 story, visit antiguasto-

ries.wordpress.com. 

Friends of the Antigua Public Library – New York 

congratulates Ms. Terrikia Benjamin on this incredible 

achievement, and encourages her to continue to express 

herself through her art and writing. 

T 
his a massive understatement to note that the 

Point & Villa Community has a rich legacy of 

accomplishments.  We have an embarrassment 

of riches in culture, entrepreneurship, educa-

tion, sports, entertainment and more.  Nestled in these 

legacies are families and friendships that have weathered 

many storms.  Some of us have migrated to North Amer-

ica, Europe, Asia and other Caribbean islands.  Others 

have moved to other places in Antigua, while some still 

live in the area we truly call home.  It’s time for us to go 

home – A high time… 

The Villa & Point Reunion will take place from Au-

gust 4th to August 10th, 2013.  No doubt, there will be 

much reflection on “back in the day”.  We all miss the 

glory years of the 70’s and 80’s.  These were the times 

when we just knew that Monarch was going to win.  

Harmo and Hells Gate were dominant (actually they still 

are).  Point School grew up to be Villa School, which in 

turn became the mecca for basketball in Antigua.  Not 

only was Villa School a basketball mecca, but the major-

ity of the best players came from Villa and Point.  We 

had 2 football teams in the Premier Division.  We had 

Carnival in Point!  People came from all over Antigua to 

buy bread from Brownie’s or Miss Gordon.  We could go 

on and on.  There was an intense pride in the community.  

One of the goals for this reunion is to rekindle that pride. 

So what are we planning? Who is doing the plan-

ning?  Where can we get more info?  How can we get 

involved?  All of these questions are answered here. 

Amidst the fun and the emotion that we know will 

occur, we intend to send a very serious message that we 

really do care about our home by honoring the past, em-

bracing the present and crafting the future.  We have so 

(Continued on page 7) 

A High Time! 
Villa & Point Reunion Planned for 2013 
 

By Jerome “Medor” Underwood 

Glory days of the Skillsville Basketball Team 
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Collecting Memories Project 

My Family/My Community 
Red & White Carnations 

By Beverly Benjamin-George 

The strangest thought crept into my mind the 

other day and took me back one particular Sunday 

of my youth.  It was Mothers Day.  I must have 

been about 7 or 8 years old.  On that Sunday, like 

most Sundays, my sisters and I sat in our living 

room, dressed and for the Zion Church bus.  Once 

we heard the loud horn, we said goodbye to our 

mother and ran outside. 

“Happy Mother’s Day Mrs. Benjamin!” Brother 

Spencer, the pastor of the church and bus driver 

greeted my mother. 

 “Thank you, thank you!” my Mom shouted 

back, as she waived from our front gate. 

We got to church, and disembarked from the 

bus in an orderly fashion.  As we entered the sanctu-

ary, almost everyone was greeted at the door with  a 

red carnation to celebrate their mother, and of 

course, mothers received a special Mother’s Day 

greeting.  Intermingled were a few people with 

white carnations.   I remember thinking to myself – 

How come those people got white carnations, and 

everyone else got red?  They must be very special. 

My sisters, myself and our Sunday school 

friends sat obediently in the pew.  We listened to the 

choir, church announcements, sermon and readings.  

Sitting on the altar was Brother and Sister Spencer 

of course.  To Brother Spencer’s left, sat Mother 

Mable Welch.  She was an elder in the church – 

very important, and very well respected.  At the 

time, I thought she must have been 100, but then 

again, I was about 7 or 8 years old, and anyone 

older than my parents must have been 100.  In actu-

ality, she may have been in her 60’s or early 70’s.  

She was there every Sunday, active, friendly, greet-

ing everyone with her black handbag and bible in 

tow.  I noticed that she was one of the few people 

wearing a white carnation.   

Before the service ended, she got up to speak.  

She wished all the mothers a Happy Mother’s Day.  

She looked over at us children and told us to go 

home and hug our mothers, be respectful, mind our 

manners, and always be obedient. 

“Honor thy father and mother so that thy days 

will be long on the earth.”   She was very good at 

quoting scripture. 

Then she looked at her flower, and explained, 

that the white carnations are for those whose moth-

ers have passed away.  She reminded the few that 

they should not be sad—be happy because through 

their mothers, they have a direct line to heaven, and 

their mothers are speaking with Jesus on their be-

half. 

Even though she was upbeat, and reassuring, I 

remember a blanket of sadness covering me.  I felt 

so sad for her, and for the other people who could 

not celebrate Mother’s Day with their mothers.  I 

wondered to myself - How can anyone live without 

a mother?  Who combs Mother Welch’s hair? Who 

ironed her clothes? Who made her tea?  It must be 

the worst thing in the world not to have a mother. 

It’s that blanket of sadness that revisited me.  

This year, I celebrated the first mother’s day without 

my mother.  I learned that it really doesn’t matter 

how old you are, celebrating mother’s day without 

your mom—at least for me—really isn't the same.   

Going forward,  I resolve to spend future Moth-

ers Days with family and friends, to laugh, and 

cherish each other, and give thanks for the gift of a 

wonderful mother.  I’ll also be thinking of Mother 

Welch, and in her memory  I’ll wear a white carna-

tion. 

Share Your Story! 

In this section, we feature stories from our Collecting 
Memories Project.  Our stories bring us close to the truth, and 
the truth will bring us closer together.   To read or comment on 
additional stories, please visit our story blog at: 
antiguastories.wordpress.com.   

Dame Gwen Tonge 
Rest In Peace 



 5 

 

FOAPL’s Digital Archives:   Antigua Public Market 

 

 

Negro Sunday—Market At Antigua—

circa 1806 

This etching dates from 1806 and shows a 
Sunday market run by the enslaved in Antigua.  
A copy of this image sits in the National Museum, 
Greenwich, United Kingdom  

Credit: National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, 
UK 

Antigua Public Market—circa 1912 

The Public Market, originally located on High Street, 

was moved in 1912 to its current location, at the foot 

of Market Street where Eve‘s Cemetery once lay.  

This was done when the St. John‘s Public Cemetery 

was commissioned. 

Photo by Jose Anjo  

Antigua Public Market—circa 1960 

Photograph dates back to early 1960’s facing 
the site north of West Bus Station   

Credit:  Antigua Public Library 

Antigua 

Public 

Market—

Today 

Now known as the Public Market Complex, the facilities 
were restored in 2001, and is managed by the St. John’s 
Development Corporation.  It also include an area now 
known as “Hero’s Park”, where the statue of the late Vere 
C. Bird, the father of the nation sits Credit::  No 11 of 2001 
Public Market Complex Act 2001 
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Artifacts Threatened By Scrap Metal Dealers 

much to be thankful for and all of that gratitude is due to 

the tireless work of our elders, some of who have gradu-

ated from this physical world.  We will surely let them 

and their families know how we feel.  We will have a 

major focus on youth.  Yes, they will play a prominent 

role in this reunion.  They will create our logo and a 

theme slogan.  We will be establishing a scholarship fund 

to help offset the cost of college education. There will 

also be a social service component.  A basic step towards 

rekindling the pride is addressing the appearance of our 

community.  A clean-up campaign will take place.  Blood 

pressure screenings, blood donations (working with Red 

Cross) and food barrel distributions are also planned. An 

awards gala will close out the week of activities. This 

will be festive and aimed at acknowledging our heroes 

and heroines young and old. 

We’ve developed a reunion expense budget of 

$100,000 broken down as follows: 

Community Projects & Donations .......  $20,000 

Logistics ................................................ $10,000 

Professional Fees ..................................  $10,000 

Marketing & Promotion .......................  $15,000 

Scholarships & Education ....................  $30,000 

Seniors ..................................................  $10,000 

Administrative Expenses ........................ $ 5,000 

Total Expenses ................................... $100,000 

A variety of resources will be needed to accomplish 

these goals – human, financial, intellectual and physical.  

Our intent is providing most of these resources ourselves.  

Together WE can get this done.  How? ... 1,000 people, 

$100 each. Get1,000 Point &Villa people (at home and 

abroad) to each contribute US$100 (EC$270) towards the 

objectives mentioned.  That gives us the $100,000.  Other 

fund raising ideas are being developed as well.  However, 

we firmly believe that leveraging our collective strength 

will get us there and help to rekindle that community 

pride. We are certainly aware of challenging eco-

nomic times.  For this reason, your contribution does 

not have to be all at once.  If you’re in a position to 

contribute more, please do because some will only be 

able to contribute less.  We would like to have most 

of the funds collected by April of 2013, so let’s start 

now and encourage others to do the same.  We can 

do this people. Let’s make something significant 

happen in our community. A high time…  Checks 

and/or money orders should be made payable and 

sent to: 

Villa & Point Reunion Committee 

5114 Avenue J, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Please be sure to include send us your name, 

address, email and phone number so that we can keep 

good records and continue to have effective communi-

cation.  Like us on Facebook, and feel free to post your 

comments and/or ask questions there.   

Unity is our Strength! 

www.villaandpointreunion.org  

(Continued from page 3) 

 

For more information call Shelly Hood  (347) 251-7821 

Beverly George at (646) 823-3399 

Jerome Underwood at (585) 315-5814 

 
 

The Villa & Point Reunion Committee 

invites you to our …. 

Last Last Last Lap BBQ 

Antigua & Barbuda House 

12 W. 122 St., NYC 

Donation:  $10.00 

Sat. October 6, 2012 
4:00 pm—9:00 pm  

Villa & Point Reunion Planned for 2013 

Murphy, who serves as secretary general for the 

National Commission for UNESCO heritage sites, said a 

societal indifference to the value of historical artifacts 

means he often feels like a lone voice in his attempts to 

preserve the islands’ heritage. 

The archaeologist pointed to the decrepit state of the 

old sugar factory at Gunthropes, the old Sweet Oil 

Factory on Sir George Walter Highway, and the damage 

done to Betty’s Hope, among others, as multiple 

examples of the country having lost valuable history. 

In contrast, Nelson’s Dockyard and the surrounding 

national park, including Shirley Heights, have 

demonstrated the vast economic value of preserving 

heritage sites. 

Murphy said the sale of the Bren Gun Carrier is 

particularly painful to him because of the damage it does 

to hopes of establishing a war museum on the island. 

“It has been a dream of mine to set up a military 

history museum of Antigua. A lot of famous regiments 

came here and a lot of things happened here that people 

don’t know about.” 

The archaeologist said the solution should include: 

self-regulation by scrap metal dealers, training for dealers 

to recognize valuable artifacts and inspection by 

authorities. 

He has volunteered himself to help train dealers to 

spot historical value. 

“We can compromise with some artifacts as long as 

we have enough on the island for a representative sample. 

Dealers should come on board and say we are all making 

money for this but let’s self regulate ourselves. 

“I will even spend time training them what to look 

for and there should be some kind of common sense – 

everybody knows that a cannon has historical value,” 

Murphy said. 

Reprinted with permission, Antigua Daily OBSERVER 

Newspaper, August 23, 2012 edition. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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COMMUNITY  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

September 30, 2012 at 11am 

78th Anniversary Celebrations 

Antigua & Barbuda Progressive 

Society 

Beulah Wesleyan Methodist 

Church 

219-223 W. 136 St., NYC  

— 

Reception to follow at The Antigua 

& Barbuda House 

12 W. 122 Street 

New York, NY 

 

 

October 4, 2012 
Movie Night 

The Skin by Hama Films 
Maysles Cinema 

 

 

October 6, 2012 @ 3pm 
Villa & Point Reunion 

Committee’s  

“Last Last Last Lap BBQ” 

At The Antigua & Barbuda House 

12 W. 122 St, NYC Tickets $10.00 

 

 

October 26, 2012 @ 6:30pm 
FOAPL’s Book Club Meeting 

Selection:   

Oh Gad! By J. Hillhouse 

At The Antigua & Barbuda House 

12 West 122 Street, NYC 

FOAPL Hosts Hillhouse On NY Launch 

novels include The Boy From Willow Bend and Dancing Nude in the 

Moonlight.   

Ms. Hillhouse’s awards and accolades include a Breadloaf Fellowship, 

the David Hough Literary Prize from the 

Caribbean Writer, and a UNESCO Honour 

Award for contribution to literacy and the 

literary arts in Antigua and Barbuda.  Her 

fiction and poetry have appeared in  such 

publications as Tongues of the Ocean, 

Mythium, Ma Comère, The Caribbean Writer, 

Calabash, Sea Breeze, Small Axe, Poui and 

more. She is the founder and coordinator of 

the Wadadli Youth Pen Prize - 

wadadlipen.wordpress.com - promoting 

literary arts among young people in Antigua 

and Barbuda. She works as a freelance writer, 

journalist, editorial consultant, and producer.  

For more information about Joanne Hillhouse, 

or any of her novels, visit her at 

www.jhohadli.com, or her blog at 

wadadlipen.wordpress.com, “Like” her at 

http://www.facebook.com/JoanneCHillhouse.  

Oh Gad! will be the first book selection for FOAPL-NY’s Friends Book 

Club’s 2012-2013 season.  Join us on October 26, 2012.  For more 

information, visit us at foapl.org  

(Continued from page 1) 

ANNOUNCING  
THE FRIENDS BOOK CLUB  

2012-2013 SEASON  
 

Book Club—General Meeting & Elections 

Selection 

  Oh Gad! 
By Joanne Hillhouse 

The Antigua & Barbuda House—12 W. 122nd St., NYC 

October 26, 2012 at 6:30 pm 

Prior to the book club our annual elections will take place.  If you 
are interested in serving as an officer or director of Friends of the 
Antigua Public Library, please send a notice of your intention to 

info@foapl.org  

Refreshments will be served. 


