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On the occasion of the 12th annual Leonard Tim Hector Memorial Lecture 

 

 Joanne C. Hillhouse was born to Ronald Hillhouse and Josephine 

John Hillhouse and originates from Ottos, St. John's, Antigua. She 

attended the Holy Family School, the Christ the King High School, the 

Antigua State College, and studied Mass Communications at the University 

of the West Indies, Mona Campus. 

 Like any avid reader, which Joanne certainly was as a youth, and 

continues to be as an adult, the number of books she's read, enjoyed and 

been inspired by are too numerous to mention. However, she recalls three 

of her girlhood favorites as The Last of Eden by Stephanie S. Tolan, To Kill 

A Mocking Bird by Harper Lee, and Annie John by Jamaica Kincaid. In 

addition to connecting with how relatable these books are, it was from 
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authors and writings such as these that Joanne harvested the hope that her 

own dream of writing was not impossible. 

 Joanne's first writing related job presented itself during her education 

at the Antigua State College where she wrote for the Nation Newspaper 

which fell under the Ministry of Information.  

 After beginning her studies at UWI, Joanne joined a mentorship 

programme in which she was paired with Professor Emeritus Mervyn 

Morris, OM, the current Poet Laureate of Jamaica. She took his fiction 

writing class and every poetry and literature class she could fit into her 

schedule. Professor Morris recommended her for the Caribbean Fiction 

Writer Summer Institute which became her first international reading 

opportunity. This workshop was held at the University of Miami, and led by 

Olive Senior, a Jamaican poet, novelist, short story and non-fiction writer. It 

was at this workshop that Joanne experienced what she calls her "baptism 

by fire." She found herself surrounded by experienced writers and her 

writing submerged in frank criticism. The experience was immensely 

rewarding, contributing towards her growth and development, and 

ultimately led her to create her first book, The Boy from Willow Bend.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novelist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_story
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-fiction
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 The Boy from Willow Bend, was published in 2002, by Macmillan 

Caribbean (UK), one of the world's leading publishers of educational and 

general interest books for and about the Caribbean. The 90 page novel 

tells the story of Vere, an Antiguan boy with an irrepressible spirit who 

navigates the hard knock existence of poverty and loss while growing into a 

bright and talented survivor. 

 The book that followed was Dancing Nude in the Moonlight, a 

novella, also published by Macmillan Caribbean, and released in 2004. The 

story explores the difficulties experienced by a family of Dominican 

Republic immigrants upon arriving in Antigua, and illustrates that despite 

differences in language and ambitions, the two communities share much in 

the way of Caribbean culture and religion. 

 Next was Oh Gad!, Joanne's first full length novel, published in 2012 

by Strebor/Atria/Simon and Schuster (USA) and presented by Zane, an 

American best-selling author of well known erotic fiction novels. Oh Gad! is 

a stirring and relatable read that portrays the life of a young woman born in 

Antigua but raised in the US by her father. She returns to Antigua for her 

mother's funeral and faces personal, professional and cross-cultural odds.  
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 Joanne actively seeks out short to medium term writing programmes 

and as a result has traveled the globe, participating in various literary 

workshops, conferences and events. She was in the Michael and Marilee 

International Fellowship recipient to the Bread Loaf Writers' Conference, in 

Middlebury, Vermont where she assisted with manuscript critiques of other 

workshop participants' work, took master classes, interacted with writers 

she'd only met on bookshelves, and took advantage of the opportunity to 

share her own work. Joanne's most recent workshop was the 2012 

Callaloo Writers Conference, offered by Texas A&M University and held at 

Brown University, Rhode Island. She received intensive critiques of works 

in progress and the opportunity to read from her work. 

 On April 25th of this year, in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, 

Joanne's book, Musical Youth, won the second place prize for CODE's Burt 

Award for Yong Adult Caribbean Literature. Musical Youth was then 

published on November 8th by Caribbean Reads. The book is based on a 

young, brilliant guitar player, Zahara, whose life is transformed by new 

friends who share her passion for music and a dark secret that forces her 

to confront uncomfortable truths about class, color, and relationships on the 

Caribbean island of Antigua.  Joanne is a judge for the 2015 Burt Literary 

Awards. 
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 Joanne touts writing as her medium of interaction with the world. She 

speaks zealously about the positive impact that writing has had, and 

continues to have, on her life. It is through writing that she "makes sense of 

things," and expresses her every emotion. Writing gives her thoughts and 

ideas a voice - giving her a platform through which to declare her presence 

in and opinions of this vast and richly interesting world.  That aside, her 

writing provides her with a living and has taken her on unexpected 

adventures, many of which introduce her to people and places beyond our 

365 shores. 

 Joanne is a co-author of many publications, a few of which include: 

Pepperpot: Best New Stories from the Caribbean, where she penned the 

story ‘Amelia at Devil’s Bridge’; A Letter for My Mother where she wrote "A 

Saint in Everyday Clothes"; She Sex, Prose and Poetry, Sex and the 

Caribbean Woman, with her poems “One” and “A Religious Experience” ; In 

The Black, an anthology, with her story "Man of Her Dreams"; and Fish 

Outta Water, written by Joanne and illustrated by Zavian Archibald. 

 In addition to her novel writing, Joanne maintains two blogs: one at 

jhohadli.wordpress.com and the other at wadadlipen.wordpress.com. She 

has facilitated workshops, made appearances on Cooking Magic and 

televised book club discussions, and she provides mentorship and writing, 
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editing and coaching services to local, regional and international writers. 

She has written for publications such as A Little Bit of Paradise, Business 

Focus Antigua, The Antigua and Barbuda Literary Festival Magazine, 

Caribbean Beat, The OECS Advocate, She Caribbean, Zing: The LIAT In-

flight Magazine, The Outlet, Island Beat, Island Where, The State 

Insurance Anniversary Magazine, and The Daily Observer, where she was 

a freelance writer for more than ten years. She has also written bio pieces 

for local soca stars and music headliners such as Claudette "CP" Peters 

and El-A-Kru. 

 Joanne's readings have been heard in locations such as the 

University of Toronto, Brown University, and the University of Miami, and 

she has read at the Association of Caribbean Women Writers and Scholars 

Conference held in Suriname. She was the keynote speaker at the 

University of Puerto Rico's annual Islands In-Between Conference held at 

the Antigua State College and the first author of the Meet The Author series 

hosted by the Friends of the Antigua Public Library, held in New York. 

 Joanne has also participated in the PEN World Voices Festival in 

New York earlier this year and the Aye Write festival in Scotland, also the 

BIM festival Celebrating Caribbean Women Writers, and the Nature Island 

Literary Festival. 
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 This daughter of Antigua and Barbuda has recognized the lack and 

need for a nurturing literary environment among the young and enthusiastic 

writers of our island. A true advocate of the arts, she has been involved in 

writing programmes such as the Just Write Writers Retreat,  and volunteers 

with programmes such as the Cushion Club, and organizes the Jhohadli 

Writing Project, and the Wadadli Youth Pen Prize, the latter recently 

reaching a 10 year milestone - a great success, especially considering 

various challenges.  

 She has made significant contributions to local literary competitions 

such as the Antigua and Barbuda Independence Literary Competition. Also, 

this weekend, on November 22nd and 23rd, Joanne will be the facilitator of 

a writer’s workshop to be held at the Heritage Hotel, St. John’s, Antigua, 

and sponsored by Canadian non-profit CODE, organizers of the Burt Award 

CODE sponsored writer's workshop to be held at the Heritage Hotel, St. 

John's, Antigua. 

 These endeavors and efforts speak to Joanne's passion for the craft 

of writing and her enthusiasm in offering the youth of our nation 

opportunities to discover their talents and hone their writing skills. She 

encourages her young literary charges to think outside the box, utilize their 

imagination and use words to paint their world. 
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 To quote Joanne, "writing gives me life because if I didn't have the 

pen who knows what would have become of me, it would have been a lot 

less purposeful, a lot less meaningful, a lot less vivid sort of living..." 

 Alas, there is neither sufficient space nor time to adequately 

exemplify the remarkable woman, writer, and person that is Joanne C. 

Hillhouse.  Her life's work and pursuits are shining examples of the type of 

Antiguan that make this nation proud.   

 If ever we've considered our small island status a hindrance to how 

far and wide we can showcase our talents, then Joanne has proven us 

wrong. 

 Ladies and gentlemen, please join me and the Leonard Tim Hector 

Memorial Committee in honoring the recipient of the tenth annual Leonard 

Tim Hector Memorial Award, Ms. Joanne C. Hillhouse. 


