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Antiguan author Joanne C. Hillhouse took time out of her schedule to 
discuss her novel Dancing Nude in the Moonlight with third form 

students of the Antigua Girls High School.  
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Gathering in the school’s auditorium, the young women flooded the 
author with questions on her novel. Studying Dancing Nude in the 

Moonlight for the term, the students were introduced to life in Antigua 
from the perspective of a foreigner, specifically Selena Cruz and her 

two sisters – each sister bringing a different perspective to life on the 
island and its people. 

Explaining that the novel was written around 1999, an election year, 

Hillhouse travelled to the Dominican Republic with a friend and fully 
immerged herself in the culture. Sharing with the young women that 

as a younger sister she’s always found the dynamics of sisters 
fascinating, the novel essentially began to explore those dynamics and 

evolved into a romance between Selena and Michael. 

Dancing Nude in the Moonlight explores not only the dynamics of 
relationships between sisters, but relationships between mothers and 

their children, the absentee father and the effects that shape the 
characters’ lives, the relationships between men and women, and also 

the fine balance of cultural relationships. 

When one student asked why Antiguans were reflected in such a 

negative light, Hillhouse noted that it was the first time she’d been 



asked that question. "When I write, I don’t censure my writing ... and 
I’ve balanced it off with Uncle Wellie and Michael ... if anything, as 

Antiguans reading the book we should be able to take a step back and 
examine our own behaviour."  

 

Hillhouse shared with her young audience that during the election era 
with the "political football" that was played pitting nationals against 

non-nationals, the book explores the various attitudes to non-nationals 
but also gives insight to their reactions.For instance, the eldest Cruz 

sister, Selena, is cautious and has her own trials with Antiguans 

placing stereotypes on her, but falling in love with Antiguan Michael, 
and meeting his Uncle Wellie, and even connecting with his introverted 

mother, she realises that people are just people. The middle sister, 
Celia, because of experiences within in Antigua maintains a hostility 

towards Antiguans, refusing to see the good in any of them. The 
youngest Cruz sister, Pamela, loves Antigua and tried to fit in, falling 

in love with the sport of cricket and even making friends.  

 

On the subject of love, Hillhouse shared her own personal feelings with 

the ambiguous conclusion of the book. 

"I guess because of the time I’ve spent with the characters, I don’t see 
the end as ambiguous ... in my mind they do end up together, and if 

you meet them 20 years down the line, they’ll still be loving each 
other ... I think Selena returns to Antigua with a more realistic 



approach to the relationship ... and even though Michael did hurt her, 
he’s still a good guy ... he didn’t physically hurt her or abuse her to 

way her son’s father is. 

"Picking the author’s mind, the students continued to pour in 
questions, from literary comparisons, to cultural representations and 

the technical style of her writing. Choosing to write from both 
perspectives of Selena and Michael, Hillhouse explains that it was 

easier to write this way, telling the story from how each experienced. 
She added that Dancing Nude in the Moonlight was not the most 

difficult to write, but the difficulty came with rewriting, and editing. 

Indeed there were students 

who expressed their love of literature and their desire to be writers or 
poets. Encouraging them in their love, Hillhouse also made a 

presentation to one of the students. 

Chosen as the most improved and enthused student in studying 
Hillhouse’s novel, Nneka Isaac was presented with a signed copy of 

Hillhouse’s Boy From Willow Bend. 

Boy From Willow Bend, also set in Antigua is in its second print, and as 
of this September was added to the secondary schools’ second form 

literature syllabus. Copies of Joanne Hillhouse’s Dancing Nude in the 
Moonlight and Boy From Willow Bend can be purchased at the Best of 

Books and the Map Shop. 
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Toddler, 2, helps mom give birth  

OLIVE BRANCH, Miss. (AP) - A 2-year-old in north Mississippi has done 
something few toddlers can: He helped his mother give birth to his 

brother. Bobbye Favazza told The Commercial Appeal she went into 
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labor this past Friday and gave birth on the family's living room couch 

in Olive Branch. She said her toddler, Jeremiha Taylor, got her a towel 
and caught the baby before firefighters arrived to cut the umbilical 

cord. 

Favazza gave birth to a 7-pound, 4-ounce baby boy, Kamron Taylor. 

She had been scheduled for a cesarian section on Dec. 6. 

City emergency services supervisor, Greg Mynatt, said the 911 call 
about Favazza was probably the third this year about a woman in 

labor, but usually the mother makes it to the hospital before delivery. 

 

Couple arrested after reporting stolen marijuana 

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) - A man and woman who reported to police that 
robbers stole their marijuana are now facing charges themselves. The 

32-year-old man and 29-year-old woman told police five armed men 
came to their Wichita apartment late Monday night and took 

marijuana. 

Police said one suspect accidentally fired his gun and spooked the 

other suspects. They ran from the apartment to a white Cadillac, 
dropping marijuana along the way. 

Police found more marijuana inside the apartment. 

The couple were booked on suspicion of various drug charges, 

including selling drugs within 1,000 feet of a school. 
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