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Joanne C. Hillhouse, named in Literary Hub (US) in 2018 as one 

of ‟10 Female Caribbean Authors You Should Know (And Add 

To Your American Lit Syllabus)‟, is an Antiguan and Barbudan 

writer described as “a powerful writer, raising questions directly 

and with great energy.” Her writing has also been said to be 

“honest”, “real”, “poetic”, “moving”, and “lyrical”. Her culture is 

at the heart of her writing:  “Obvious is the „writer‟s ear‟ for 

effective characterization and narrative that stays true to 

Caribbean island experience” (Island Where, St. Lucia). 
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Reading during the Literary Safari as one of three Caribbean writers invited to the 

2014 PEN World Voices Festival. From the PEN World Voices facebook album. The 

official photographer Beowulf Sheehan included an image of her taken at this event 

in his photography book Author. 

Born (1973) in Ottos, Antigua,  Joanne was nominated for the 

2018 Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award. In 2014, she placed 

second for the inaugural Burt Award for Young Adult Caribbean 

Literature in 2014; her manuscript, Musical Youth, has since 

been published to critical and reader acclaim by Caribbean Reads. 

A second edition and a hard cover edition were issued in 

2019. She was also invited by Burt sponsors, CODE, to organize 

and facilitate a writing workshop in 2014 and to act as a mentor 

for the Africa leg of the prize in 2017-2018; and by Bocas, 

through whom the prize is offered, to serve on the 2015 judging 

panel. Joanne has, at different times, had her books and stories 

read and/or taught in schools, colleges, or universities in Antigua-

Babuda and other places (e.g. Belize, US, Anguilla, Trinidad, 

Dominica, Italy, Denmark). 

Her earliest books were The Boy from Willow Bend (Macmillan, 

UK, 2002; Hansib, UK, 2009) and Dancing Nude in the 

Moonlight /Dancing Nude in the Moonlight 10th Anniversary 

Edition and Other Writings (Macmillan, UK, 2003/Insomniac, 

Canada, 2014).  The Dancing anniversary edition includes 

the novella and some of Joanne‟s journalled and 

anthologized short fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. 

Oh Gad! (Strebor/Atria/Simon & Schuster, USA, 

2012) was Joanne‟s first full length novel. In 2014, it 

was spotlighted on National Public Radio (NPR) in the US. 

Always experimenting, Joanne has also ventured into the 

children‟s picture book market with her Caribbean fairytale With 

Grace  and the aquatic adventure Lost! A Caribbean Sea 

Adventure. The former was an official pick for the USVI 
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Governor‟s Summer Read Challenge (2017) and the latter (which 

has paperback, ebook, hard cover, audio, and Spanish language 

editions) has been described by Kirkus Reviews as “an appealing 

book, all the more so for being based on real life”. More on 

Hillhouse‟s books. 

Among the anthologies in which Joanne‟s work has featured 

are New Daughters of Africa: an International Anthology of 

Writing by Women of African Descent (Myriad, UK; Harper 

Collins, USA, 2019) Pepperpot: Best New Stories from the 

Caribbean (Peekash, USA, 2014) – her story from this collection 

(Amelia at Devil‟s Bridge) was subsequently excerpted in Harper 

Collins‟ CSEC Revision Guide for English A (2017), A Letter 

for My Mother (Strebor/Atria/Simon & Schuster, USA, 2014) – 

which won an African American Literary Award, She Sex Prose 

and Poetry: Sex and the Caribbean Woman (Bamboo Talk 

Press, Trinidad and Tobago, 2013)  So the Nailhead Bend So the 

Story End: An Anthology of Antiguan and Barbudan 

Writing (A Different Publisher, Canada, 2013), In the Black: 

New African Canadian Literature (Insomniac, Canada, 2012), 

and For Women: In Tribute to Nina 

Simone (MZWrightNowProductions/Black Classics Press, USA, 

2012) – go here for a listing of all the books in which Joanne‟s 

writing has been published. She‟s also been published in the 

Columbia Review, The Caribbean Writer, S X Salon, Calabash, 

Womanspeak, Artemis, Poui, BIM, and other Caribbean and 

international peer-reviewed literary journals. In 2014, Joanne 

edited a special Antigua and Barbuda issue of Bahamian online 

journal, Tongues of the Ocean. Read more of her 

published fiction, poetry, and non-fiction. You can read reviews 

of Joanne‟s creative writing here. 
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Commonwealth Panel at the Aye Write! literary festival in Glasgow, 2014, with, from 

left Gemma Robinson, Joanne, Belizean writer and professor Ivory Kelly, and 

Scottish writer Martin McIntyre. 

Joanne graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree (1995) in Mass 

Communications from University of the West Indies (Mona) 

where she also took various literature and writing courses and was 

taught and mentored by future Jamaican Poet Laureate Mervyn 

Morris. 
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Mervyn Morris was the Poet Laureate of Jamaica (up to 2017). Back in the early to 

mid 90s, he was mentor to Joanne during my time at the University of the West 

Indies, also instructor in her first fiction writing class. He recommended Joanne for 

the University of Miami‟s Caribbean Fiction Writers Summer Institute, facilitated by 

Olive Senior. This picture was taken when they were both participants in the BIM 

book fair in 2016. 

Joanne has earned fellowships to participate in the Caribbean 

Fiction Writers Summer Institute (1995, University of Miami), 

Breadloaf Writers Conference (2008, Middlebury College, 

Vermont), Texas A & M‟s Callaloo Writers Workshop (2012, 

Brown University), CARIBLit‟s Commonwealth Writers 

sponsored fiction editing workshop (2016), and Commonwealth 



Writers fiction writing workshop (2018), among other 

professional/creative development opportunities. Additional 

awards and/or fellowships include the 2014 Leonard Tim Hector 

Memorial Award, from the Caribbean Writer – the David Hough 

Literary Prize (2011) and the Flash Fiction Prize (2015) for When 

We Danced,  recognition by JCI West Indies in 2011 as one of 

Ten Outstanding Young Persons in the region, and a 2004 

UNESCO Honour Award for her contribution to literacy and the 

literary arts in Antigua and Barbuda. She was short listed in 2012 

(with Genevieve) and 2013 (with Amelia) for the Small Axe 

Literary Prize; and earned honourable mention in the 2014 Desi 

Writers Lounge fiction contest for With Grace, subsequently 

signing a contract with Little Bell Caribbean for its publication as 

a children‟s picture book. 
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Collecting the second place Burt Award trophy, 2014, in Trinidad. 

She has participated in numerous literary activities within and 

beyond the Caribbean. This includes reading and/or participating 

in panels at the Brooklyn Book Festival (2015), PEN World 

Voices Festival in New York (2014), Brown University, 

University of Miami, Middlebury College (at 

Breadloaf) (2008), University of Toronto (2011), the Aye Write! 

Festival in Scotland (2014), the St. Martin Book Fair (2015), the 

Anguilla Literary Jollification (2015), the Virgin Islands Literary 

Festival and Book Fair (2015), the Nature Island Literary 

Festival in Dominica (2012), the Bocas Literary Festival in 

Trinidad (2014), the BIM symposium Celebrating Caribbean 

Women Writers (2008) and the BIM Literary Festival in Barbados 

(2016), the International Congress of Caribbean Writers in 

Guadeloupe (2013), the Association of Caribbean Women Writers 

and Scholars conference in Suriname (2012), and elsewhere. 
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Joanne (right), at the Virgin Islands Literary Festival in 2015, with Jamaica Kincaid 

(left) and Opal Palmer Adisa (centre). Photo courtesy Opal Palmer Adisa. 

As a freelance journalist and writer, Joanne has won awards for 

her reporting from Pan American Health Organization and the 

Antigua and Barbuda Ministry of Environment; and published 

extensively including feature articles in Essence, Writer‟s 

Digest, Huffington Post, Américas, Caribbean Beat, CLR James 

Journal, Zing etc. She‟s worked in local television/film – 

including as associate producer of Antigua‟s first feature length 

film The Sweetest Mango and production manager on its second, 

No Seed. She‟s provided writing-related services on projects for 

the Caribbean Family Planning Affiliation, Environmental 

Awareness Group (Antigua), the Commonwealth Youth 

Programme, the Antigua and Barbuda Waste Recycling 

Corporation, Karib Cable (now Flow TV), the West Indies Cricket 

Board, Carib Export, and others. She‟s a writing coach and 

workshop facilitator, and has taught communications at the 

American University of Antigua, Antigua State College, and 

elsewhere. More on Joanne‟s paid services here. She offers 

workshops through her Jhohadli Writing Project, which began as 

the Jhohadli Summer Youth Writing Project in 2013. She also 

offers classes in partnership with others, such as her written 

communication adult education classes with Barbara Arrindell & 

Associates, a youth media workshop commissioned by the 

Department of Youth Affairs, and others, ongoing. 
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Wadadli Pen awards 2014. 

Her voluntary activities include the Wadadli Youth Pen Prize 

(http://wadadlipen.wordpress.com) which she founded in 2004, 

the Cushion Club reading club for kids, performances in Vagina 

Monologues and When a Woman Moans (also contributing to the 

script) staged by Women of Antigua, literary showcases (Word 

Up! and others), literary workshops (Just Write etc.), and 

competitions (A &B‟s Independence literary competition as 

judge etc.). 
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Pictured with other Caribbean Writers at the Brooklyn Book Fair 2015. 

Joanne‟s relationship with storytelling grew from a love of 

reading as a child; and evolved as she scripted plays, poems, and 

short stories during her school through university years. She 

entered the world of work as a print and TV reporter but never lost 

sight of her dream of becoming a published author. Writing and 

reading remain her twin passions. As she said in an online 

interview:  “I was influenced to write by my desire to tell stories, 

to impact readers in the way that my favourite stories impacted 

me… I‟m just a sucker for a good story.” 
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Guy Fawkes, 2013. (photo BYZIA Photography) 
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