
“Music is everything.”
So begins my conversa-

tion with DJ Jime, and music
is quite literally his life.

The popular DJ has 15
years in the game. But his
love of music began in the
pan yard – and if you’re from
Ottos, as he is, that’s the
Ebonites pan yard in particu-
lar. Or perhaps it began ear-
lier, when, at seven or eight,
the now 33-year-old tuned in
to Governor Slim’s show on
ZDK for a Burning Flames
album release. He remembers
being “enthralled”.

Jime started DJing while
studying in Cuba in 2007.
“There’s no TV, no internet,
(so) we used to throw a lot of
parties and there wasn’t an
Antiguan DJ…so the Antigua
music wasn’t being played.”
He stepped up, and, in time,
“I used to travel up and
down Cuba playing (music).”
He returned home for a time,
DJing at various Antiguan
nightclubs, before wrapping
his college years in Louisiana
where he earned his degree
in accounting with a minor in
marketing, both of which he’s
put to use in his professional
life. While in the American
south, Jime DJ’d mostly
house parties and playing
music he didn’t feel so alone.

When he came home, the
side hustle became the main
gig. “In the beginning, it was
really a struggle.” But as he
got more and more bookings,
he started to feel “maybe this
can work.”

And it had been. In addi-
tion to gigs, he had four an-
nual events of his own – Best
Brunch Ever in January, Up
for Labour Day, Rise during
Carnival, and DDF Inde-
pendence weekend. Twenty
20 put a stop to his event pro-
motion, accounting services,
and DJing.

“This would have been
one of my best years as a DJ.
(I had) bookings different
places I’d never been to be-
fore … a lot of firsts …and
the pandemic just said ‘youAll images from DJ Jime’s facebook.
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have other plans’.” He ad-
mits to being “totally de-
pressed” in March but then
he turned to music, and in so
doing he wasn’t just playing,
during his virtual sets, for the
people; music was his ther-
apy. 

We talked music quite a
bit; and especially Antiguan
music: for instance, about re-
cently departed Swallow, one
of the Big Three of Antiguan
calypso. “It hasn’t sunk in
yet,” Jime said, “but next year
when it’s carnival and we
have these nostalgic events
like Vintage and Breakfast
Fete and we don’t have indi-
viduals like Edimelo and
Swallow on them, there is
going to be a huge void, it’s
going to be so weird …I’m
not looking forward to that
feeling.” 

Of Swallow, in particular,
he said, “I don’t think (we)
understand the full impact of
what Swallow means not
only in Antigua but around
the Caribbean …and that’s
sad because Swallow meant
so much to the art form…he’s
one of the artists that took up
the bpm (beats per
minute)…it’s one of the

things that helps to define
what soca means to the peo-
ple…without Swallow we
would not have a lot of the
soca that we hear today…his
style of writing, the word
play (provided a) base for
artists (today).” 

Highlighting, but not
limiting it to the Big Three
and trailblazers like Burning
Flames, Jime said, there
needs to be documentation,

teaching, and appreciation of
Antiguan and Barbudan mu-
sical history, and examination
of how to define and main-
tain that distinctively An-
tiguan sound.

He doesn’t think renam-
ing a competition or a plaque
will do Swallow justice; he
suggests instead a youth de-
velopment programme that
honours Swallow while con-
tinuing his life’s work.

As for Jime’s life’s work,
he looks forward to getting
his events back on track
when it’s safe to do so; but for
the meantime, having re-
cently produced his own rid-
dim for the first time, he’s
taking the free time and the
clearer mind this season of
stillness has forced upon us,
to reorganize and is looking
forward to getting more in to
the creation of music. 
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