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Who’s walking that talk?

The Catapult Arts Grant 
Hundreds of artists from

26 countries across the Eng-
lish, Dutch, Spanish, and
French speaking Caribbean
benefited from the Catapult
Arts Grant initiative in the
last quarter of 2020. Three of
the recipients (of the
Caribbean Creative online
grant, valued at US $500)
were from Antigua and Bar-
buda. Aisha Joseph, a pro-
tégé of Hell’s Gates’
Mannings, talked via Face-
book live about pan building,
while Raena Bird did a Jink,
Paint & Nyam event. I did an
#AskMeAnything video
about my books and publish-
ing, which can be viewed on
my AntiguanWriter YouTube
channel. Antigua-Barbuda is
just one percent of total ap-
plicants and recipients. Imag-
ine if more had applied. I
know I wish I had applied
for the (US $3,000 two-
month) stay-at-home resi-
dency grant to get some time
to work on my book. I am

thankful though for the op-
portunity to share my work.

The initiative, funded by the
Open Society Foundations to

the tune of US $320,000, cul-
minated in #CATAPULTDay,
which organisers – American
Friends of Jamaica, Kingston
Creative, and Fresh Milk Bar-
bados – used to amplify the
voices of grant recipients and
create a virtual meet-up. The
Catapult initiative included
training opportunities and
virtual salons allowing us to
view artists from different is-
lands in conversation about
their work. Arts funding gen-
erally is rare across our re-
gion. So, the value of what
this programme did cannot
be overstated; the value of in-
jecting money in to the arts
cannot be overstated. Its
value is in giving the artist
space to create, and the arts
room to blossom to the bene-
fit of the society as a whole;
more of this.
Caribbean Readers’ Awards 

Rebel Women Lit, a
three-year-old Jamaica-based
book club, has several chap-
ters, a bookstore, a library, a
podcast and other events,
and now the Caribbean
Readers’ Awards. “We want
the Readers’ Awards to focus
on what readers are gen-
uinely excited about, partly
because a lot of international
literary spaces haven’t been
accessible to us, but also be-
cause we’re our own author-
ity on the books we like,”
RWL founder Jherane Pat-
more told publishingper-
spectives.com. The results
were announced on January
3rd and included best story
winner Andre J P Warner for
the same story that won him
the Wadadli Pen Challenge
in 2020 while I was named
honoree in the critics cate-
gory; another Wadadli Pen
alum, Rilys Adams was
shortlisted for the best novel
award. There were 50 nomi-
nators for the CRA and 1,800
people voted; and the win-
ners came from all across the
Caribbean and the diaspora.
It’s noteworthy that the best
poetry collection prize was
won by New Voices: Selected

CREATIVE SPACE spotlights local art and culture. It is written by Joanne C. Hillhouse.
Read the extended edition with extras at jhohadli.wordpress.com 

ARTS SUPPORT:
Walking that Talk

I read from my teen/young adult novel Musical Youth for the CaribCation
Author Series.
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by Lorna Goodison, Poet
Laureate of Jamaica, 2017-
2020, because that’s what can
happen when you have
someone charged with liter-
ary arts development at a na-
tional level. 

CaribCation
During lockdown the of-

ficial social media account of
the St Lucia Tourism Author-
ity reached out to invite me
to record a reading for their
online Caribbean Author Se-
ries. A government agency
using its platform in this way
to boost the arts, and the lit-
erary arts in particular, about
9 episodes featuring writers
from St. Lucia and the wider
Caribbean, is applaudable
and rare. Locally, what
comes to mind is the Na-
tional Public Library Author
of the Month series which
has been running for awhile,
and has continued virtually
since the latter half of 2020.
I’ll be their guest this Janu-
ary. 

I share these as a way of
illustrating the kind of initia-
tives we need to see more of
locally and regionally if we
are serious about arts devel-
opment. Are we serious
about arts development and
culture? Let’s see more of
this, powered by a mix of

public sector, private sector,
and community.

This is the cover image for the video I posted as part of my grant requirements.

There were 30-ish virtual Catapult funded salons involving co-discussants from Barbados, Dominica, Jamaica,
Guyana, Puerto Rico, Trinidad and Tobago, Dominican Republic, and other parts of our diverse Caribbean, all of
which can be viewed on line https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjhQ1ybVe12LKv8msLq5BJA/videos 

These were the nominees for best novel in the Caribbean Readers Awards.
An invitation for you to #readCaribbean

The initiatives sponsored through the Catapult Arts Grant followed one of these streams.
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