
like and follow the page gen-

erally for information and for 

fun. During the lockdown, a 

number of our players 

worked to stay fit by virtual 

means and we were happy to 

share some of their workout 

videos on the page. You can 

still view them there plus seri-

a l i z a t i o n s  o f  o u r 

#KnowYourAthletes profiles 

and other news. It’s the place 

to be for the most up to date 

tennis news. This newsletter 

serves as a summary of some 

of that content. Our goal with 

all of this remains the promo-

tion of recreational and de-

velopmental tennis, creating 

opportunities for our youth 

through tennis. Our added 

goal in this particular moment 

is to do our part to preserve 

public health and, as such, we 

encourage every coach, eve-

ry club, every player, par-

ents, too, to follow the proto-

cols and be your own best 

monitor for all of our safety. 

Restrictions on tennis were 

lifted in late May 2020 af-

ter the country, including all 

sports, went in to lockdown 

in March. Opening up in-

volved putting in place 

guidelines and protocols to 

play safely and to keep to 

a minimum the potential 

spread of COVID-19, which  

is a highly contagious, po-

tentially deadly, virus that 

brought on a global pan-

demic and for which there 

still is no vaccine. The full 

announcement and COVID-

19 guidelines are on our 

‘Tennis Antigua’ page on 

facebook (posted May 18th 

2020). It’s a good idea to 

After Being Benched By COVID-19, 
Tennis Has Returned To Our Courts; Play Safe 

#KnowYourAthletes Sibley Charles 
Sibley Charles has been 

playing tennis seriously for 8 

years. “I got serious at 6. At 

10, I played my first tourna-

ment.” Her dad bought her 

her first racket, “and I start-

ed hitting on the wall.” She 

trained with Coach Earl 

whom she said “made tennis 

more fun; he’s the reason 

why I’m in tennis.” And then 

she started winning. “There 

was this girl. She...was al-

ways beating me and I beat 

her when it counted.” Sibley 

transitioned from 14s at 

COTECC number 6, number 1 

nationally, to begin the up-

ward climb that is 18s in 

2019. She played her first 

ITF match here in Antigua  in 

2019 and her second in 

Mexico in 2020. Before 

COVID-19 forced her return,  

she’d been training since late 

2019 in Mexico. Her game is 

“improving with time … I’m 

more calm in matches. I don’t 

lose my temper as much. I’m 

playing smarter and I’m learn-

ing how to win when I’m los-

ing.” - i.e. learning how to turn 

a game around. Sibley’s goal 

is to go pro. She’s been going 

to school online since 5th 

grade, so virtual learning has-

n’t been a  big change for her. 

She’s in 9th grade. ABTA presi-

dent and former coach Cordell  

Kudos from Our Face-

book: 
 “WE’RE SO, SO VERY 

PROUD OF YOU. DEFINITELY 

GOING PLACES IN THE 

SPORTING WORLD AND WE 

ARE ROOTING FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUCCESS” - RE 

SIBLEY CHARLES 

 “A VERY BRIGHT FUTURE 

INDEED” - RE SELENE KENTISH 

 “I LOVE IT. AN INDEPENDENT 

THINKER. KNOW YOUR 

STRENGTH AND FOLLOW 

YOUR DREAM. CONGRATU-

LATIONS.” - RE JANAE 

GEORGE-ALEXANDER 

 “NICE FEATURES, TENNIS 

ANTIGUA” - RE THE 
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Williams said of Sibley: 

“She’s a promising player. In 

my view, she’s on par to get 

a division 1 scholarship. She’s 

very athletic, she’s very 

strong for her age, she hits 

the ball harder than most.” 

Sibley Charles 
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Selene Kentish, 16 going on 17, has 

been playing tennis since she was 

four. She has a strong backhand but 

don’t sleep on her forehand— “I’m 

working on that”. She plays smart, 

when she’s on her game. Taking crea-

tive shots, moving the ball around, 

mixing it up. “Generally, when I play 

a match, I’m quite nervous. I am think-

ing about all the things that could go 

wrong. When I focus and forget all 

of that, I play 10 times better.” Play-

ing 18s for the last couple of years, 

the pressure is on. Selene did well 

initially but admits that last year has 

not been great. When you level up, 

the wheels are off and the opponents 

are hardier and more experienced. 

Competition to get you battle ready 

is limited locally. Plus Selene’s had less 

court time due to CXC prep and COVID-

19. The St. Anthony’s student spent curfew 

busy in the virtual classroom, keeping reg-

ular school hours from home (between 8 

and 4, plus studying at night) while trying 

to keep her game up. School is Selene’s 

priority and a scholarship that will allow 

her to get a good education. After gradu-

ation, the plan is for an interim year at a 

tennis academy before university. “Our 

priority is for her to get a college educa-

tion and I would like tennis to take her 

there,” said Selene’s mom, Dojn. 

At heart though is the love of the game. 

Selene says playing “is the happiest feel-

ing”. Off court, “I love the fact that I get 

to meet new people.” The game has taken 

her across the region. Her favourite tour-

nament memories come from two differ-

ent countries in one year—2014, St. 

Lucia, “because I won everything; dou-

bles, mixed doubles, and singles”, and 

Jamaica, “because that’s where I made 

most of my friends.” The off-court tour-

nament environment is part of the 

game’s appeal. Selene appreciates her 

unique journey. “I know that everybody 

does not get to do this.” 

As she enters the next chapter of her 

life, mental toughness will be key to 

winning on the court and in life. “I know 

what she’s capable of,” Selene’s mom 

said. We do, too, and the ABTA wishes 

her continued focus as she presses  

toward her goals in class, in life, and on 

the court. 

Selene Kentish 
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back on the courts roughly 3 

times a week. “It’s better than 

I expected. When I first went 

it wasn’t the best. My shots 

were off a little, but it’s com-

ing back.” It helped that she 

made the most of her down-

time, including daily exercise 

sessions via Zoom. Plus, mom 

Jerriann would “make her 

come outside with me and do 

something.” 

Janae’s “goal is to get a 

scholarship and go to col-

lege, and become a profes-

sional tennis player.” When 

asked what she wants to 

s tudy,  she answered, 

Janae George-Alexander, 

along with Zoey James and 

Brasher Dyer, most recently 

repped Antigua and Barbu-

da in the World Junior Pre-

Qualifiers in the Dominican 

Republic—shortly before 

COVID-19 attacked. 

Since she’s been playing ten-

nis since she was six years 

old. Her strengths are her 

footwork and her forehand. 

Janae likes that tennis is an 

individual sport and you have 

to play (your hardest) to 

reach the top.” 

Since restrictions have been 

relaxed, Janae has been 

“...besides sports?” She has 

had interests besides tennis in 

her 13 years. She played 

football, did gymnastics, 

danced. But then, it was deci-

sion time, continue to play 

recreationally or begin to 

take tennis seriously, which 

would mean more time on the 

court. “It was kind of a tough 

decision because the work I 

had to do for school was 

increasing and I would need 

more time.” Janae, who was 

at St. Nicholas at the time 

and is now at St. Anthony’s, 

chose tennis because “I felt 

that I was getting further 

along in tennis.” She’s happy 

Janae George-Alexander 
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with her decision. 

Janae’s game plan always is 

to “keep the ball on the court 

and try not to get mad...at 

myself. Try to remember 

there are more points to 

come.” This was tested last 

year (2019) in St. Lucia. As 

Jerriann described it, “the two 

chi ldren were equally 

matched talent wise. It came 

down to fitness. Every time 

they lost a point, it was be-

cause of a fatigue. Janae 

was more determined to win. 

“I just kept playing.” And she 

did go on to win the prize. 

Janae George-Alexander 



sibility for your game”. Rob-

erts acknowledged that he 

still gets nervous before eve-

ry game even if favoured by 

the odds—“you can think 

yourself out of a good op-

portunity,” he said. “It’s al-

ways a mind game. You have 

to be ready.” Food for 

thought. More food: “Often in 

tennis, you have to believe 

without any real tangible 

results.” He emphasized the 

importance of playing every 

day and believing the results 

are going to show later on, 

and trying to win every point, 

the right way. Someone 

asked why the region hasn’t 

produced more players in the 

top 100 and he summed it up 

as “competition and re-

sources”. We agree. Still, he 

Professional tennis player 

from Antigua and Barbuda, 

Jody Maginley, hosted his 

first Instagram live—still 

watchable on ‘cotecctennis’ 

on Instagram. In it, he inter-

viewed his ‘old’ playing 

buddy Justin Roberts of the 

Bahamas. Look him up. The 

‘boys’ met in U12s and rem-

inisced about how travelling 

tournaments helped them 

grow—“they were there for 

you, but they weren’t going 

to hold your hand” is how 

Roberts summed up being 

on the road and the rela-

tionship with tournament 

directors, coaches, and 

chaperones. You learn fast 

that it’s up to you to man-

age your schedule and your 

budget, and “(take) respon-

gives a huge nod to individu-

al effort, no matter the odds, 

no matter where you start, no 

matter the opportunities or 

lack thereof. “Wherever you 

start, okay, that matters, but 

what matters more is what 

you’re willing to do to get 

where you want, that’s what I 

believe.” 

Speaking of Jody, he gets 

huge props from his dad, 

former tennis player John 

Maginley, who said in a news 

article, “when Jody was 16, I 

would talk him out of losing. 

But Jody is big and strong. 

Me in my prime v. Jody in his 

prime, I would still give him 

the edge. He’s just too strong, 

man...he’s tough...he doesn’t 

wilt under the pressure.” 

Tennis Antigua in Media 

National Tennis Centre, 

Campsite, St. John’s, Antigua 

and Barbuda 

Phone: +1 (268) 461 - 7331/772

- 4642  

E-mail: anu.btennis@gmail.com 

Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/tennis.antigua   

Also find us on 

Antigua Nice 

The Antigua and Barbuda Tennis Association has been overseeing developments on 

and off the court since 1975, as a not-for-profit affiliate of the International  

Tennis Federation. It has primarily focused on identifying and nurturing young  

talent via its schools programme, classes in club settings, competition locally and 

regionally, and networking to create opportunities for players to go on to  

university. You can support the work of the ABTA by volunteering. Contact us. Ask 

to be put on our mailing list and/or connect with our social media, if you would like 

to receive fundraising, tournament, or other updates.   

This edition of the ABTA newsletter is sponsored by Dianne’s Brokerage Services. 

To sponsor a future edition, email anu.btennis@gmail.com   
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Bulletin: ITF has suspended international tournaments through to July 31st 2020. Local cancellations due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, 

included the (8th annual) Caribbean Jr invitational, set for April/May. It typically brings a minimum of eight nations to our shores, as a prem-

iere event on COTECC's calendar and a driving force of all U12 events in Central America and the Caribbean. Organized by the ABTA, it is one 

of Antigua and Barbuda’s top sports tourism events and we look forward to its return in 2021. 

Writer and Editor of 

#KnowYourAthletes:  

Joanne C. Hillhouse 

http://jhohadli.wordpress.com  
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