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JOANNE C. HILLHOUSE lives in Antigua where she works as a freelance journalist and editorial 
consultant. Hillhouse has a Communications Degree from the University of the West Indies and has also 
participated in creative writing programs mounted by the University of Miami, Ithaca College, and 
Middlebury College. Awards include a UNESCO Honour Award for contribution to literacy and the 
literary arts in Antigua, two PAHO certificates of merit for health journalism, and an Environmental 
Journalist of the Year award.

She may be contacted through the following media:
Web page: Jhohadli.com
Facebook: Jhohadli
My Space: Jhohadli
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CLS Profile page: Joanne C. Hillhouse

Q-You have written two children's books, 'The Boy from Willow Bend' and 'Dancing Nude in the 
Moonlight'.What are they about?

Well, they’re not children’s books; though they did premier in the Macmillan series targeting teens and 
young adults. The Boy from Willow Bend is the story of a boy growing up in Antigua, pretty much 
raising himself, especially after his tanty’s death. It’s about the endurance of spirit against all odds, 
about coping with loss, and about the things that fall away as you grow up. Dancing Nude in the 
Moonlight is a love story, something I never thought I’d write. I describe it often as a cross cultural 
romance as it taps into the reality of migration into Antigua from the Dominican Republic and the 
tensions that play out as both cultures adjust. Told from the perspective of the male and female lover, 
it’s about, from the female perspective learning to trust again while finding your footing in an alien 
place, and, from the male perspective, finding your path in life; and, in both instances, coming to terms 
with the past. What was interesting to me about writing it was moving between the two points of view 
and that dynamic of how people can experience the same thing so differently.

Q-The Boy from Willow Bend' has been added to the Antigua and Barbuda schools’ reading list, 
while 'Dancing Nude in the Moonlight' played an important role at a reading campaign organized 
by the Best of Books bookstore and the Antigua and Barbuda International Literary Festival in 
2008. Obviously, your books have great appeal. What has made you such a good writer?

I think I’m a hungry (periodically, starving) writer more than anything; hungry in more ways than one. 
Still hungry to access my best writing and my most authentic voice. Still hungry to find my footing (and 
keep it) in this sometimes disheartening world of publishing. Still hungry for those better-than-money 
moments when a reader truly connects with this or that moment in my writing. Still, having said that, 
hungry, as a full time writer, to make my writing pay. Still a voracious reader. Still hungry to know, 
what’s next, what does that mean etc etc; all the questions and confusion that get the story going and 
have me following the bread crumbs to see where they’ll lead. Still hungry to grow fully into the single 
talent that God gave me.

Q-You are also a prolific journalist, a much requested editor and you have ventured out into other 
media as well, such as television. You must have a busy life. How do you balance your activities on 
a daily and weekly basis?

I’m not sure that I do.
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Q-Do you write in a quiet place or do you prefer to have people around you? Please tell us a bit 
about your writing routine.

Honestly, there’s no routine as such but I schedule writing time every day (that is, time for my creative 
writing since the paid writing is an attention hog) – not at a set time but when I open my planner there’s 
a visual reminder to plug out the phone and give some time over to the characters and the places they 
live and the things they wonder about, in between running around like a chicken with my head cut off. 
Some days it works. Sometimes that time is spent doing writing exercises or maybe reviewing pieces for 
journal submission or reading or, if I’m working on a novel or longer piece, making some headway on 
that, or getting frustrated at the writing that won’t come. Some days I don’t get to it at all and those are 
the really frustrating days. I’ve had to learn to write in chaos, write in the moment; there was never any 
‘room of my own’ growing up in Ottos, Antigua. So, I couldn’t wait for the right time to write, I just had 
to write whenever, wherever and I’ve written in some pretty unusual places – in traffic, during India 
Arie’s set at the St. Lucia Jazz Festival, up in the air watching the sun rise, in the middle of a really 
boring meeting or assignment (or a really inspiring one), in line at the bank, wherever. Whether ‘job’ 
writing or ‘creative’ writing music helps keep me focused and the middle of the night (think, 3 in the 
morning) is when I’m most energized.

Q-With so many writing accomplishments under your belt already, what other goals do you have 
for the future? Perhaps another book?

I hope I keep writing and keep loving it. I hope to keep publishing – my stories, poems, non-fiction – in 
more and more places, reaching more readers. I hope to find a publisher for my new book – my agent is 
currently shopping it and my fingers are crossed. I hope to expand the readership of The Boy from 
Willow Bend, which I worked to get back into print with Hansib after parting ways with the original 
publisher, so, of course, I hope to keep it in print and in the schools; and to get Dancing Nude in the 
Moonlight into a second printing as well. I hope to someday produce my screenplays – yes, I’ve written 
a couple including one for The Boy from Willow Bend and short calypso driven one I'm really 
passionate about. I hope to become so good at the hustle that I never have to resume the 9 to 5 grind. I 
hope to find time to read all the unread books on my book shelf and to sit on my porch and watch the 
sunset. So, yeah, I’m hoping for literary success and some of that balance you mentioned earlier.

Q- What writers do you look up to?

Too numerous to mention. Jamaica Kincaid is, of course, an inspiration coming from where I’m from, so 
to speak, and writing one of my all time favourite books, Annie John. Alice Walker always gets me 
thinking and writing. I love Zora Neale Hurston both her writing and her spirit. My friend D. Gisele 
Isaac, who wrote Considering Venus and the two films I worked on The Sweetest Mango and No Seed, 
is a good friend, a talented writer, and my unofficial editor; if I give her a piece of writing to look at it 
will be covered in red when she returns it but her insights always make it better. Another Antiguan 
writer Althea Prince is also a role model and her critique was invaluable in my redrafting of my 
unpublished manuscript; she’s a very talented writer whose body of writing I recently had the 
opportunity to review for the Antigua and Barbuda Review of Books, the process deepening my 
appreciation for her writing. There are so many other writers that I like from Edwidge Dandicat to Toni 
Morrison to Irish writer Maeve Binchy and on and on…no, really I could go on.

Q- What advice do you have for aspiring writers?

Write. Seriously, life will get in the way, but find the time to feed that which feeds your soul (I fight for 
that time daily).
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What else have I done…I read a lot, good reading helps you to become a better writer, I think. Plus, it’s 
fun. Get feedback on what you’ve done, but also trust your instincts. Use the opportunities to learn more 
about writing. Publishing is not step one, becoming a better writer is; but if you’re lucky enough to get 
published, know that more challenges will come, challenges that require other things from you that don’t 
necessarily come naturally to a writer. Don’t be afraid to step out of your comfort zone.

Also, find a way learn from the inevitable rejections and not to let them kill your spirit; trust me, they’ll 
test your resolve and your faith in your talent.

In the end, though, it all comes back to the writing. And that’s why I say write, not for anyone else, not 
to publish – all of that will come or not – but because you have to; because you love it.

Q- Any secret talents (besides writing and film producing)?

My friends will probably say I’m a font of useless pop trivia. I’d probably say I sing beautifully …in the 
shower. Oh, and I once performed Reclaiming Cunt from the Vagina Monologues for a local staging of 
the Eve Ensler play and didn't get booed offstage. Definitely a step out of your comfort zone moment.

CLS: Thanks, Joanne!
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Liane Spicer commented on CLS Features's blog post 'Interview with Joanne C. Hillhouse'
Loved the interview, Joanne! There's a lot here I can relate to. All the best on your journey!
1 hour ago

Summer Edward added a blog post
Book Review: Under the Moon and Over the Sea: A Collection of Caribbean Poems
Ed. by John Agard and Grace Nichols, Candlewick Press (2002), Illustrated by Catherine Felstead, Jane 
Ray, Christopher Corr, Satoshi Kitamura and Sara Fanelli.The reviews I do on books by Caribbean 
authors are some of my favorite. I think there is…
5 hours ago

CLS Features added 2 blog posts

l Interview with Quito Nicolaas
l Interview with Joanne C. Hillhouse

6 hours ago

Mimi replied to Mimi's discussion 'Read any good books lately?'
Thanks Debra, I will sure give her a try!
7 hours ago

Tricia and Jacqueline Massiah-Simeon joined Caribbean Literary Salon

9 hours ago

Debra Providence replied to Mimi's discussion 'Read any good books lately?'
Hiya Mimi, I would recommend all of them, but Midnight Robber is my favorite. Here is a list of her 
books: Brown Girl in the Ring Midnight Robber Skin Folk (Collection of Short Stories) The Salt Roads 
(very experimental) New Moon's Arms I like her b…
12 hours ago

Mimi replied to Mimi's discussion 'Read any good books lately?'
Debra, I've never read anything of Nalo Hopkinson. Would you recommend her? What experience do 
her books offer?
13 hours ago

Summer Edward My poem 'Thanking Kiran Desai for Reminding Me of Guavas' goes live in tongues of 
the ocean tomorrow!
yesterday
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